Elena B. Gittleman

egittleman@brynmawr.edu Bryn Mawr College
281-455-0731 101 N Merion Ave
Bryn Mawr, PA 10190

Education

PhD 2026 Bryn Mawr College, History of Art
Dissertation: “The Show Must Go On: Legacies of Ancient Theater in
Middle Byzantine Visual Culture (ca. 843—-1204)”
Committee: Alicia Walker, Homay King, Sylvia Houghteling, Elizabeth
Bolman

MA 2018 Bryn Mawr College, History of Art
Thesis: “Performative Spaces of Martyrdom and Sainthood: Architecture
and Gesture in the Menologion of Basil 11’
Advisor: Alicia Walker

MA 2015 Southern Methodist University, Art History
Thesis: “Judging Samson: The Synagogue Floor Mosaics of Horvat Huqoq
and Khirbet Wadi Hamam”
Advisor: Pamela Patton

BA 2013 Washington University in St. Louis, Art History and Archaeology
Secondary Major: History
Thesis: “Edge of an Empire: Religion, Politics, and the Basilica of San
Vitale in Ravenna, Italy”
magna cum lande with Highest Distinction in History
Dean’s List Fall 2010, Spring 2011, Fall 2011, Spring 2012, Fall 2012

Doctoral Examination Fields

Middle Byzantine Objects (Prof. Alicia Walker, Bryn Mawr College)
Byzantine Architecture (Prof. Robert Ousterhout, University of Pennsylvania)
Performance Theory (Prof. Homay King, Bryn Mawr College)

Islamic Ornament (Prof. Sylvia Houghteling, Bryn Mawr College)

Publications

“Performative Reenactment in the Saints and Martyrdoms of the Menologion of Basil II (Vat. gr. 1613).” In
Verbal and V'isnal Expression in the "Menologion of Basil II' — New Perspectives on Text and Image, edited by
Alicia Walker and Charles Kuper. New York: Palgrave Macmillan (under review, Forthcoming 2020)

“Holy Actors in Medieval Byzantium: Christian Learning, Imperial Power, and Ancient Theatre in the
Menologion of Basil Il (Vat. gr. 1613).” In Performing Antiquity in Medieval Enrasia, edited by Niels
Gaul and Foteini Spingou. Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh Press (Forthcoming 2020).

with Erin Pifion. “On Graduate Studies. Performing Ritual, Ritualizing Performance: Objects that Act.”
Journal of the Society for Armenian Studies 28.1 (2021): 101-112, doi: https://doi.org/10.1163/26670038-
12342744

Articles in Preparation
““All heaven is his stage” Theater, Architecture, and Piety in Hagios Georgios, Thessaloniki”

“Theater and Cultural Memory between Byzantium and Norman Sicily: The Case of the Madrid Skylitzes
(Matritnesis gr. Vitr. 26-2)”


https://doi.org/10.1163/26670038-12342744
https://doi.org/10.1163/26670038-12342744
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Grants & Fellowships

2026

2024-2025
2023-2024
2022-2023

2022-2023
2022-2023
2021-2022
2021-2022
2020-2021
2020-2021
2020-2021
2016-2020
2018

2015
2013-2015

2014
2014

2014

Awards & Honors

2023

2019
2018
2018
2013
2013

Teaching
2024, Fall

2021, Summer
2020, Summer
2019, Spring
2018, Fall

2018, Fall

Travel Grant, Delaware Valley Medieval Association

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Fellowship, Bryn Mawr College

Dean’s Fellowship, Bryn Mawr College

Junior Fellowship, Byzantine Studies, Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and
Collection, Trustees for Harvard University

ARIT Fellowship, funded by the U.S. Department of State, Educational and
Cultural Affairs, American Research Institute in Turkey

Dissertation Grant, Mary Jaharis Center for Byzantine Art and Culture at Hellenic
College Holy Cross

Phyllis Bober Multi-Disciplinary Fellowship, funded by the National Endowment
for the Humanities, Bryn Mawr College

Grace Fink Dissertation Grant, Medieval Academy of America

Travel Grant, Istanbul Arastirmalari Enstitiisti (Istanbul Research Institute)
Student Travel Grant, International Center of Medieval Art

Workman Travel Fellowship, Bryn Mawr College

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Fellowship, Bryn Mawr College

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation scholarship, Byzantine Greek Summer School,
Byzantine Studies Research Center, Bogazici University, Istanbul

Heritage Fellowship, American Schools of Oriental Research

Meadows School of the Arts Artistic Scholarship (MA) and Graduate Assistantship,
Southern Methodist University

Cullum Travel Grant for Thesis Research, Southern Methodist University

Jane C. Waldbaum Archaeological Field School Scholarship, Archaeological
Institute of America

Biblical Archaeology Society Scholarship, Biblical Archaeology Society

Alexandra Johnston Award for Best Conference Paper, Medieval and Renaissance
Drama Society, ““All heaven is his stage” Theater, Performance, and Architecture in
Hagios Georgios, Thessaloniki,” International Congress on Medieval Studies,
Kalamazoo, MI, 9 May 2022

Doris Sill Carland Excellence in Teaching Award, Bryn Mawr College

McPherson Award for Excellence, Bryn Mawr College

Community Building Honor Roll, Bryn Mawr College

magna cum lande, Washington University in St. Louis

Highest Distinction in History, Washington University in St. Louis

Visiting Instructor (Instructor of Record), “Introduction to Medieval Art and
Architecture,” introductory lecture course, Bryn Mawr College

Graduate Mentor in the Humanities, Hanna Holborn Gray Undergraduate Research
Fellowship program, Bryn Mawr College

Graduate Mentor in the Humanities, Hanna Holborn Gray Undergraduate Research
Fellowship program, Bryn Mawr College

Lead Teaching Assistant, “The Form of the City” (Dr. Min Kyung Lee),
introductory lecture course, Bryn Mawr College

Teaching Assistant, “Byzantine Textiles in Life, Death, and Afterlife” (Dr. Alicia
Walker), advanced undergraduate seminar, Bryn Mawr College

Teaching Assistant, “Analysis of Art: Early Byzantine Textiles” (Marianne Weldon,
Special Collections, advanced undergraduate Chemistry seminar, Bryn Mawr College



2015, Spring
2014-2015
2014, Fall

2014, Spring
2013, Fall
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Teaching Assistant, “Animals in Art” (Dr. Amy Freund), introductory lecture
course, Southern Methodist University

Co-convener (with Dr. Shira Lander), “Jewish Studies” Research Cluster, Dedman
College Interdisciplinary Institute, Southern Methodist University

Teaching Assistant, “The Ancient Maya: Art and History” (Dr. Adam Herring),
advanced lecture course, Southern Methodist University

Teaching Assistant, Visual Resources Center, Southern Methodist University
Teaching Assistant, “The Gothic Cathedral” (Dr. Pamela Patton), advanced lecture
course, Southern Methodist University

Conference Presentations

2026

2025

2024

2024

2022

2021

2020

2020

2020

2019

2018

2018

“(Re)making Martyrs: The Performative Reenactment of Martyrdom in the
Menologion of Basil II (Vat. gr. 1613),” Thematic Session: “Feasting the Word: In
Search of Byzantine Oral-Performativity Roundtable”, 25% International Congress
of Byzantine Studies, Vienna, Austria, 24-29 August 2026.
“Off-Mese: Theater, Spectacle, and the Hippodrome in the Princely Towers of St.
Sophia, Kyiv and the Madrid Skylitzes (Matritnesis gr. Vitr. 26-2),” 51st Annual
Byzantine Studies Conference, Byzantine Studies Association of North America,
Detroit, MI, 1 November 2025.
“Performative Reenactment in the Saints and Martyrdoms of the Menologion of
Basil II (Vat. gr. 1613),” Mary Jaharis Center for Byzantine Art and Culture
Sponsored Panel, 50 Annual Byzantine Studies Conference, Byzantine Studies
Association of North America, New York, NY, 25 October 2024.
“Visualizing Theater in Medieval Byzantium,” A Symposium on the History of Art
Presented by the Frick Collection and the Institute of Fine Arts of New York
University, New York, NY, 5 April 2024.
““All heaven is his stage” Theater, Performance, and Architecture in Hagios
Georgios, Thessaloniki,” 57 International Congress on Medieval Studies, Western
Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI (virtual via Zoom), 9 May 2022.
Winner: Alexandra Johnston Award, Medieval and Renaissance
Drama Society
““All heaven is his stage” Theater, Piety, and Architecture in the Church of Hagios
Geotgios, Thessaloniki,” Frascari V Symposium, Theatres of Architectural Imagination
(virtual via Zoom), 27 May 2021.
“Prostitute or Protector of the People? The Reception of Empress Theodora and
Byzantium in Riccardo Freda’s Teodora, Imperatrice di Bisanzio (1954),” Antiquity in
Media Studies Conference 2020 (virtual via Zoom), 12 December 2020.
“Holy Actors, Holy Performance: Performativity and the Ancient Theater in the
Menologion of Basil I1,” 8* Annual Kog¢ University Archacology and History of Art
Graduate Symposium Performance: Actors, Objects, Spaces, Ko¢ University, Istanbul
(symposium cancelled due to Covid-19 pandemic)
“Holy Actors: Christian Learning and the Ancient Theater in the Menologion of
Basil 11,” 50t Annual Middle Atlantic Symposium in the History of Art, the
Department of Art History and Archaeology at the University of Maryland and the
Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts at the National Gallery of Art,
Washington, D.C., 7 March 2020.
“Holy Actors: Christian Learning and the Ancient Theater in the Menologion of
Basil 11,” Classicising Learning, Performance, and Power: Eurasian Perspectives from Antiquity
to the Early Modern Period, PAIXUE Symposium, University of Edinburgh,
Edinburgh, UK, 14 December 2019.
“Samson as Storyteller: Identity Formation in the Mosaics of Huqoq,” Storytelling as
Power, Resistance, Critigune Symposium, Bryn Mawr College, 19 November 2018.
“Performative Spaces of Martyrdom and Sainthood: Architecture and Gesture in
the Menologion of Basil I1,” Delaware Valley Medieval Association Graduate



2015

2014

2014

Invited Lectures

2026

2024

2019

2015

2015

2013

2012
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Student Meeting and Workshop, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA, 17 February
2018.

“Next Year in Jerusalem: Power, Monstrosity, and Zoocephalism in the Birds’
Head Haggadah,” Special Session: The Understanding of the Jew as “Other”

in Medieval Enrgpe, 50t International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo
College, Kalamazoo, MI, 14 May 2015.

“Revising the Renaissance: Artistic Convergence in Tenth-Century Byzantium,”
Texas Medieval Association Annual Conference: Interdisciplinarity in

the Age of Relevance, University of North Texas, Denton TX, 4 October 2014.
“Edge of an Empire: Religion, Politics, and the Mosaics of the Basilica of San
Vitale,” Graduate Student Conference on Byzantine Studies, The Mary

Jaharis Center for Byzantine Art and Culture, Hellenic College Holy Cross,
Brookline, MA, 27 February 2014.

“Staging the Power of the Emperor: Theater, Imperial Taxzs (1¢€c), and the
Medieval Byzantine Court,” Faculty/Graduate Student Colloquium, Art History
Department, Indiana University, 27 February 2026

“Legacies of Ancient Theatre in Medieval Byzantium,” Centre for Byzantine,
Ottoman and Modern Greek Studies Seminar Series, University of Birmingham
(virtual via Zoom), invited lecture, 28 February 2024.

“Constantinople: The Development of the City,” The Form of the City,
introductory lecture course, Spring 2019 (Dr. Min Kyung Lee), Bryn Mawr College
“The Art of the Crusades,” Monsters, Mayhem and Miracles: Art and Life in the
Medieval World, advanced undergraduate seminar, Spring 2015 (Dr. Pamela Patton),
Southern Methodist University

“Animals in Art: Secular Art of the Middle Ages and Byzantine Empire,” Animals in
Art, Spring 2015 (Dr. Amy Freund), Southern Methodist University

“King Louis IX, The ‘Court Style’ and the Ste. Chapelle,” The Gothic Cathedral,
Fall 2013 (Dr. Pamela Patton), Southern Methodist University

“The Art of the Hunt,” Gallery Talk, Summer, The Cloisters Museum and Gardens,
The Metropolitan Museum of Art

Professional Experience

2026

2021, Summer

2019-2020
2019-2020
2019, Summer
2017, Summer
2017, Spring
2016, Summer
2015-2016

2015, Fall

Copy Editor and Indexer, The Discerning Gaze: Essays in Honor of loli Kalavrezou, edited
by Alicia Walker, Nicolette Trahoulia, and Katherine Taronas. Betlin: De Gruyter
(forthcoming)

Graduate Assistant, “The White Fathers at Carthage: The Collection of the General
Archives, Missionaries of Africa (GAMAfr.), Rome Italy,” directed by Alicia Walker,
Bryn Mawr, PA

Spotlight Educator, Philadelphia Museum of Art, Philadelphia, PA

Graduate Assistant, Art and Artifacts Collection, Bryn Mawr College

Graduate Intern, Art and Artifacts Collection, Bryn Mawr College

Graduate Curatorial Fellow, Department of the Arts of the Islamic World, Museum
of Fine Arts, Houston, Houston, TX

Research Assistant, Dr. Alicia Walker, History of Art Department, Bryn Mawr
College

Square Supervisor, Huqoq Excavation Project, Israel, Directed by Jodi Magness,
UNC Chapel Hill

Outreach Education Specialist, White House Historical Association, Washington,
D.C.

Intern, Studio Gallery, Washington, D.C.
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2015, Summer Square Supervisor, Huqoq Excavation Project, Israel, Directed by Jodi Magness,
UNC Chapel Hill

2012, Summer Intern, The Cloisters Museum and Gardens, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New
York, NY

2011, Summer Elizabeth Stafford Hutchinson Endowed Internship in Education, The National

Museum of Women in the Arts, Washington, D.C.

Professional Training

2017-2018, Fall Digital Scholarship Graduate Assistant, Bryn Mawr College

2018, Summer Byzantine Greek Summer School, Byzantine Studies Research Center, Bogazici
University, Istanbul

2018, Summer Cappadocia in Context Summer Program, ANAMED Kog¢ University Research
Center for Anatolian Civilizations, Cappadocia, Nevsehir

2017, Summer International Byzantine Greek Summer School, Department of Classics, Trinity
College, Dublin

2014, Summer Student Volunteer, Huqoq Excavation Project, Israel

2014, Summer International Byzantine Greek Summer School, The Centre for Byzantine, Ottoman

and Modern Greek Studies, Department of Classics, Ancient History and
Archaeology, University of Birmingham, UK

Curatorial Expetrience

2019, Fall Chief Curator, The lluminated Night, exhibition in conjunction with Biennial
Graduate Group Symposium, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA

2017, Fall Co-Curator, Fragmentary Excess: Text, Body, Receptacle, exhibition in conjunction with
Biennial Graduate Group Symposium, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA

2017, Summer Graduate Curatorial Fellow, Bestowing Beanty: Masterpieces from Persian Lands, Dr.

Aimée Froom, Curator, Houston Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, TX

Languages

German (advanced reading, intermediate writing, speaking)
French (intermediate reading)

Greek, Ancient and Medieval (intermediate reading)

Italian (intermediate reading, elementary writing, speaking)
Spanish (intermediate reading, elementary writing, speaking)

Academic Leadership & Service

2021 Contributor, Manar al-Athar Photo Archive, University of Oxford

2020 Article Manuscript Review, Studies in Late Antiquity

2019-2020 History of Art Department Representative, Graduate Student Association, Bryn
Mawr College

2018-2019 Co-Chair, History of Art, Irresistible Night, Ageless Dark: The Nocturnal in Image, Text,
and Material Culture, Biennial Graduate Group Symposium Committee, Bryn Mawr
College

2017-2019 Co-Chair, Graduate Student Association, Bryn Mawr College

2017-2019 Graduate Student Representative to the Board of Trustees, Bryn Mawr College

2016-2017 History of Art Department Representative, Graduate Student Association, Bryn
Mawr College

2016-2017 Graduate Student Member, Graduate Council, Bryn Mawr College

2016-2017 Committee Member, Nothing in Moderation: Ancient to Contemporary Perspectives on

Excess, Biennial Graduate Group Symposium Committee, Bryn Mawr College

Professional Affiliations
College Art Association



Gittleman 6

International Center of Medieval Art

Byzantine Studies Association of North America
Archaeological Institute of America

Delaware Valley Medieval Association

American Society for Theatre Research

Digital Humanities Skills

Adobe Photoshop

FileMaker Pro

JSTOR Forum

EmBARK Collections Management Software

Microsoft Office Suite

Omeka
QGIS

Scalar

Silverfast Digital Imaging Software

SketchUp

The Museum System (TMS)

WordPress

Non-Academic Professional Experience and Leadership Roles

2016-2019

2013-2016
2013-2015

2013-2015
2012, Fall

2011-2012
2010-2012

2010, Summer

Advisor to the Alpha Theta Alpha chapter of Alpha Phi Omega, co-ed National
Service Fraternity, St. Joseph’s University, Philadelphia PA

ACT, SAT, and academic tutor, Varsity Tutors

Advisor to the Alpha Omicron chapter of Alpha Phi Omega, co-ed National
Service Fraternity, Southern Methodist University, Dallas TX

Chapter Liaison, Alpha Omicron Chapter, Section 41, Alpha Phi Omega, co-ed
National Service Fraternity, Southern Methodist University, Dallas TX

President, Alpha Phi chapter of Alpha Phi Omega, co-ed National Service
Fraternity, Washington University in St. Louis, St. Louis MO

Religious School Teacher, Congregation Shaare Emeth, St. Louis MO

Executive Committee member, various positions, Alpha Phi chapter of Alpha Phi
Omega, co-ed National Service Fraternity, Washington University in St. Louis
Office and Research Assistant, Houston Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, Clayton
L. Moliver, M.D., F.A.C.S., Houston TX



